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PLACES CONNECTED TO GAUTAMA BUDDHA

Places Visited by Gautama Buddha
Lumbini

Bodh Gaya

Sarnath (Isipatana)
Rajgir (Rajagaha)
Sravasti (Savatthi)
Vaishali (Vesali)
Kapilavastu
Kushinagar (Kusinara)
Kosambi

Pataliputra (Patna)
Nalanda

Sankassa (Sankasia)
Campa (Champa)
Uruvela

Mathura
Places Associated with Gautama Buddha

Lumbini, Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, Kushinagar
Rajgir, Sravasti, Vaishali, Sankassa
Piprahwa

Anuradhapura

Sanchi

Amaravati

Taxila (Takshashila)

Vikramshila and Somapura Mahavihara
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Places VISITED by Gautama Buddha
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Places ASSOCIATED with Gautama Buddha

1. Lumbini

2. Bodh Gaya
3. Sarnath

4. Kushinagar
5. Rajgir

6. Sravasti

7. Vaishali

8. Sankassa
9. Piprahwa
10. Anuradhapura
11. Sanchi

12. Amaravati
13. Taxila

14. Vikramshila
15. Somapura Mahavihara

Places Visited by Gautama Buddha

Gautama Buddha traveled extensively across northern India and
parts of present-day Nepal during his 45-year ministry after
attaining enlightenment. The places he visited are primarily
documented in Buddhist texts like the Mahavagga and Vinaya
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Vaishali (Vesali)
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Pitaka. Below are the key locations he is known to have visited,
primarily in the Gangetic Plain:

Lumbini

Bodh Gaya

Sarnath (Isipatana)

Rajgir (Rajagaha)

Sravasti (Savatthi)

Location: Present-day Rummindei, Nepal

Significance: Birthplace of Siddhartha Gautama (the
Buddha), born to Queen Maya under a sal tree.

Details: Visited by the Buddha later in life; now a UNESCO
World Heritage Site with the Maya Devi Temple and
Ashokan Pillar.

Location: Gaya, Bihar, India

Significance: Site of Buddha’s enlightenment under the
Bodhi tree at the Mahabodhi Temple.

Details: Frequently revisited for teaching; a major pilgrimage
site and UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Location: Near Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India

Significance: Site of Buddha’s first sermon, the
Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta, where he taught the Four
Noble Truths to his first five disciples.

Details: Visited multiple times; marked by the Dhamek Stupa
and Ashokan Pillar.

Location: Rajgir, Bihar, India

Significance: A major teaching center where Buddha
delivered key discourses like the Heart Sutra and converted
King Bimbisara.

Details: Home to Vulture Peak (Griddhakuta), a frequent
meditation and teaching site.

Location: Shravasti, Uttar Pradesh, India

Significance: Buddha spent 25 rainy seasons (vassa) at
Jetavana Monastery, donated by Anathapindika.
Details: A major hub for discourses like the Anapanasati
Sutta; ruins include Jetavana and Anathapindika’s stupa.
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Location: Vaishali, Bihar, India

Significance: Site of Buddha’s teachings to the Licchavis and
the formation of the Bhikkhuni Sangha (female monastic
order).

Details: Visited multiple times; marked by the Ashokan Pillar|
and Kutagarasala Vihara.

Kapilavastu

Location: Near Lumbini, Nepal, and Piprahwa, Uttar
Pradesh, India (exact location disputed)

Significance: Capital of the Shakya clan, where Buddha grew
up as Prince Siddhartha.

Details: Visited to teach his family, including his son Rahula
and cousin Ananda.

Kushinagar (Kusinara)

Location: Kushinagar, Uttar Pradesh, India

Significance: Site of Buddha’s Parinirvana (final passing)
under sal trees.

Details: Visited at the end of his life; marked by the
Mahaparinirvana Temple and Ramabhar Stupa.

Kosambi

Location: Near Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh, India
Significance: A teaching center where Buddha resolved
disputes among monks at Ghositarama Monastery.
Details: Visited frequently; associated with the Kosambiya
Sutta.

Pataliputra (Patna)

Location: Patna, Bihar, India

Significance: An emerging city during Buddha’s time, visited
for teachings and interactions with local rulers.

Details: Later became the Mauryan capital; mentioned in
Buddhist texts as a place of discourse.

Nalanda

Location: Near Rajgir, Bihar, India
Significance: An early monastic and learning center visited
by Buddha for teaching.
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Details: Precursor to the later Nalanda University; associated
with early Buddhist scholarship.

Sankassa (Sankasia)

Location: Farrukhabad, Uttar Pradesh, India

Significance: Site where Buddha is said to have descended
from Tushita Heaven after teaching his mother.

Details: Marked by an Ashokan Pillar; a minor but significant
pilgrimage site.

Campa (Champa)

Location: Near Bhagalpur, Bihar, India

Significance: A commercial hub where Buddha taught at
Gaggara Lake.

Details: Visited for discourses and interactions with local
merchants.

Uruvela

Location: Near Bodh Gaya, Bihar, India

Significance: Site of Buddha’s ascetic practices before
enlightenment and conversion of the Kassapa brothers.
Details: Visited for early teachings; associated with the
Adittapariyaya Sutta (Fire Sermon).

Mathura

Location: Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, India

Significance: A cultural and religious center visited by
Buddha for teachings.

Details: Less frequently mentioned but noted in Buddhist
texts for interactions with local communities.

Places Associated with Gautama Buddha

These include the above locations (where he physically visited) and
additional sites significant to his life, legacy, or Buddhist tradition,
even if he did not visit them personally. These are often pilgrimage
sites or centers of Buddhist activity.

Lumbini, Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, Kushinagar
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Known as the Four Major Pilgrimage Sites, central to
Buddha’s life (birth, enlightenment, first sermon,
Parinirvana).

Recognized by Emperor Ashoka and marked with pillars and
stupas.

Rajgir, Sravasti, Vaishali, Sankassa

Part of the Eight Great Places of Buddhist pilgrimage, as per
the Mahaparinibbana Sutta.

Associated with key events like teachings, miracles, and
monastic establishments.

Piprahwa

Location: Uttar Pradesh, India

Significance: Possible site of Kapilavastu or a Shakya
settlement; relics of Buddha were found here.

Details: Excavated site with stupas, linked to the Shakya clan.

Anuradhapura

Location: Sri Lanka (Greater India)

Significance: Associated with Buddha's legacy through the
spread of Buddhism by Emperor Ashoka’s missionaries.
Details: The Bodhi Tree sapling from Bodh Gaya was planted
here, though Buddha never visited.

Sanchi

Location: Madhya Pradesh, India

Significance: A major Buddhist site with stupas built post-
Buddha, associated with his relics.

Details: UNESCO World Heritage Site, linked to Buddha’s
legacy via Ashokan patronage.

Amaravati

Location: Andhra Pradesh, India

Significance: A Buddhist center with a great stupa,
associated with the spread of Buddha’s teachings.
Details: Flourished post-Buddha, linked to the Andhra
region’s Buddhist heritage.

Taxila (Takshashila)

Location: Punjab, Pakistan (Greater India)
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e Significance: A pre-Buddhist learning center that became a
hub for Buddhist studies after Buddha’s time.

e Details: Visited by later Buddhist scholars; UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Vikramshila and Somapura Mahavihara

e Location: Bihar, India, and Naogaon, Bangladesh (Greater
India)

e Significance: Major Buddhist universities established post-
Buddha, preserving his teachings.

e Details: Flourished under the Pala Empire; Somapura is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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